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VINCE OBER --  Three year term, 2020-2022  

Susan and I have been married since July 15, 1972. We raised 3 children and have 3 grandchildren.  We 
have lived in several places across the country and in the Jacksonville area for the past 32 years. 
 
I have attended Unitarian churches and fellowships since the 1970’s, in Charleston, SC, northern Virginia, 
Bremerton, WA, Orange Park, FL and here at UUCJ starting in 1987.  I have attended services regularly and 
contributed to UUCJ for the past 15 years and have been a member for the past 6 years. 
 
I am a family physician, spending 23 years in the Navy and 22 years at UF Shands.  Since 2016 I have worked 
part-time with Community Hospice and UF Shands.  I volunteer one-half day a week each at Volunteers in 
Medicine and Agape Family Health Center. 
 
I have worked on many committees in the Navy and at UF Health.  I was a board member at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Bremerton, WA in the 1980’s.  In Jacksonville, I was a board member with Hubbard 
House and served as Board President. 
 
Jacksonville needs a strong Unitarian Church that welcomes those from a variety of spiritual traditions, 
includes those with traditional and non-traditional lifestyles, is concerned with social justice and is active in 
the affairs of North Florida.  I was asked to volunteer on the UUCJ Board and am enthusiastic about working 
with the Board and other church members to assure our congregation is successful. 

 

BLANCHE WILLIAMS – Three Year Term, 2020-2022 

I grew up as an active participant in a large Methodist Church, where my parents were almost continuously 

involved in church leadership.  I earned a bachelor’s degree and two master’s degrees before pursuing a 

doctorate in clinical psychology.  I was strongly influenced by my doctoral program at Vanderbilt 

University’s George Peabody College, which has always been a leader in promoting social equality, 

educational inclusivity, celebration of individual differences, and the view that individuals cannot be 

understood or helped adequately without understanding the ecologies in which they live their lives.  Using 

these principles, I have practiced clinical psychology for 30 years with the Veterans Administration, in 

private practice, at psychiatric hospitals, and now at Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center in Jacksonville.  

Over the years I developed several psychological specialties, with the most prominent being health 

concerns, grief, and spirituality.   

Throughout my life, I have led numerous committees, work groups, departments, and programs.  I have 

consulted with community agencies to improve their services and their compliance with governmental 

mandates.  I have spoken to community and professional groups on various topics related to psychology 

and spirituality.  I am a past member of the board of directors of a non-profit agency and in 2019 became a 

member of the UUCJ board of directors.   

After living in five other states, I moved to Jacksonville, which I see as my permanent home, nearly two 

years ago to work at Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center and enjoy the ocean, the warm climate, and the 

city’s cultural offerings.  I visited UUCJ soon after my arrival in an effort to find people who might share 

some of my values.  It immediately felt like the right place for me, and soon thereafter I signed the 

membership book.  At Sign-Up Sunday in 2018 I volunteered for the Keepers of the Church committee and 



to become a Worship Associate.  My time in the Worship Associate role has been especially enjoyable and 

rewarding, as has getting to know different members of the church over time.  In my spare time I enjoy my 

cats, yardwork, keeping in touch with special friends, doing personal spiritual work, reading, going to the 

Metropolitan Opera cinema simulcasts, attending performances by the Jacksonville Symphony and other 

classical music programs, and exploring antique and thrift stores. 

 

 

GARY RHODES – Two Year Term, 2020 – 2021 (Gary was appointed to the Board in April of 2019. 

UUCJ Bylaws require that his appointment be ratified by the congregation at this congregational 

meeting.) 

Gary Rhodes is a current board member, having served since mid-year due to an unanticipated 

board resignation.  Born in Baltimore, Maryland, to two working parents, Gary learned that hard 

work and a good education would go a long way to reaching one’s goals.   After four years of Naval 

Service, Gary worked most of his life in transportation management.  Gary’s professional career 

includes serving as Director of Transportation for the Department of Ageing, directing 

transportation services for medical rides, meal delivery, shopping, and recreational opportunities 

for over 386,000 seniors in Prince George’s County Maryland.  Later Gary accepted a position as 

Assistant Transportation Officer of DC Public Schools, coordinating transportation of special needs 

school children through the District of Columbia and Maryland.  Gary later retired as Regional 

Operations/Service Manager for Creative Bus Sales, a national bus sales and service industry 

leader.   

Gary moved to Jacksonville with his wife Hope Clayton, who was experiencing a health issue in 

1992. While growing up, he learned about what was called in the African American community a 

“good government job”, so he looked for a way to utilize his B.S. in Management/Transportation 

from the University of Maryland.  Gary secured positions with the State of Florida as a 

Transportation Specialist, and then as an Investigative Specialist in the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, 

covering sixteen counties. Gary later decided to spend more time close to home in Atlantic Beach. 

Gary worked in the non-profit field, including United Way, Girls Inc., and the Boys and Girls Clubs.  

During this time he and Hope started attending performances at the Atlantic Beach Experimental 

Theater.  Gary caught the acting bug after being asked to perform in a one act original play.  After 

several more plays, Gary was asked to serve as a board member at ABET.  Another health issue 

arose, this time with his mother who had relocated from Baltimore, which cut short both the 

performances and the board membership.  During this time Gary attended the AME church in 

Jacksonville Beach and served on the board there.  Gary has since found UUCJ to be a place of 

thoughtful spirituality and likeminded political beliefs and would very much like to continue to 

assist the church in achieving consistent leadership and financial health.  Gary’s goal for the 

upcoming year, should he be reelected would be to engage social justice initiatives by identifying 

church members interested in membership in a social action committee.  

 


